
	 “Nones”	describes	a	cohort	of	people	who	do	not	affili-
ate with any organized religion — people who often consider 
themselves to be spiritual but not religious. Nones can be found 
in any age demographic, though the vast majority are young 
adults (18-40). Data on the Nones suggests, among other things, 
that they value meaningful relationships over institutionalism, 
authenticity over authority. This suggests two things: (1) engag-
ing	the	Nones	requires	an	effort	on	the	part	of	the	whole	church	
(2)	 and	 that	 accompaniment	might	be	an	effective	model	 for	
evangelization	and	catechesis.	But,	first,	let’s	talk	about	accom-
paniment!
	 Everyone	is	looking	for	meaningful	relationships,	es-
pecially	the	Nones,	who	seem	desperate	to	find	authentic	wit-
nesses of Christ. This should not surprise us. All people are so-
cial beings by nature. We are created to be in relationship. As a 
church, where we have failed, at times, is when we forget that 
each of us is called to be a missionary: to go out into the mis-
sion	fields	of	our	homes,	communities,	and	parishes	and	share	
our	witness	of	faith.	Much	of	this	type	of	mission	work	happens	
organically and situationally. There is no blueprint for mission-
ary discipleship. There is, however, the need to share your own 
story of faith with others. This is our baptismal calling!
 We share our stories of faith — particularly, how we 
have personally encountered Jesus — after we come to recog-
nize	them	as	such.	This	begins	with	personal	reflection	on	the	
presence of Christ in our lives, how God has accompanied us 
on our own faith journeys. The next step to sharing our story 
of faith is to believe whole-heartedly in the truth that God has 
encountered us each in unique ways for the express purpose of 
drawing us (and others) closer to him. Your relationship with 
God	 is	not	 just	 for	your	 sake	but	 for	 the	 sake	of	others,	 too.	
There is someone out there right now — None or not — who 
is	waiting	to	hear	your	story	of	God’s	love	and	mercy	alive	in	
you!  It will be your story that ignites (or reignites) their faith  
in Christ.

A Best Practice: Accompaniment
 The word “accompaniment” was recently made popu-
lar	by	Pope	Francis’	apostolic	exhortation,	The	Joy	of	the	Gos-
pel. There, he urged the entire church to learn and practice this 
important “art” (no. 169), which he described as the way the 
Church must evangelize (and catechize) today. Accompaniment 
is a process of interpersonal relationship-building that moves 
at a gradual pace. Key to developing a relationship rooted in 
trust, respect, and love is that the witness or (companion) be a 
credible	one.	He	or	she	must	live	the	faith,	not	just	talk	about	it!	
Finally,	accompaniment	has	a	definite	trajectory:	it	aims	at	ini-
tial and/or deeper conversion for all involved. This is not about 
commiseration	or	process	for	the	sake	of	process.	When	we	ac-
company others we are going somewhere: in and through the 
Church, to the heart of Christ.
	 What	is	key	here	is	that	the	companion	be	a	credible	
witness; that is, he or she is already living the faith they pro-
fess. Credibility and authenticity are critical to evangelizing/
catechizing anyone, especially the Nones. Accompaniment also 
includes a number of actions and attitudes the companion must 
cultivate. Given the limits of this article I simply wish to note 
that	in	my	book,	Becoming	a	Parish	of	Mercy,	I	list	many	of	
the actions and attitudes Pope Francis has frequently mentioned 
with relation to evangelization and catechesis. The most impor-
tant and fundamental action, which I will highlight here, is “go-
ing out.” This can mean “going somewhere” or “going out of 
one’s	comfort	zone.”	We	cannot	encounter	people	if	we	do	not	
go out to them.
 A personal example of going out is the time when I 
decided to pray over my children at Mass. After communion, 
I	 placed	my	hands	on	our	oldest	 son	 (Mikey’s)	head,	 saying	
“Lord,	let	Mikey	know	how	much	you	and	I	love	him.	Amen.”	
Mikey	was	inspired	by	this	gesture.	He	spontaneously	turned	
to	Ben	(the	next	oldest	son)	and	put	his	little	hands	on	Ben’s	
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School of Evangelization Retreat
 Our Vicariate is hosting a special all-day retreat on Saturday September 
29th  from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. at St. Joan of Arc Parish. Our Religious Educa-
tion Director, Kelly Woolums, is part of the planning committee for this event and 
strongly recommends this program to anyone who is interested in learning more 
about	deepening	one’s	connection	to	the	Holy	Spirit	and	sharing	the	Good	News	
with others.  
 The School of Evangelization Retreat will be led by the priests and semi-
narians	of	the	Companions	of	the	Cross.		Workshop	topics	include	the	following:		 
•	The	New	Evangelization	and	Why	it	Matters	•	The	Kerygma	and	Sharing	the	Gos-
pel	•	Spirituality	and	the	Heart	of	the	Evangelist	•	Sharing	Your	Personal	Testimony	
•	The	Power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	•	How	to	Use	Your	Gifts	in	Prayer	Ministry.
 If you are interested in attending the retreat, reserve a spot by contacting 
the	religious	education	office	at	reled.stambrose@comcast.net	or	(313)	822-1248.

Metropolitan Detroit is rapidly being made over in ways that will define 
its future. We’ve invited persons knowledgeable in the field of Detroit’s 

makeover to talk with us.  Hear their visions of the ‘City to come.’  
These sessions are Sundays from 9:45 until 11 a.m. in the ARK 

October 7 – Reclaiming the River – The Riverfront Conservancy will be 
here with lots of great images to show and exciting news about the changes 
happening along River Walk, including a new park on the west riverfront.

October 14 – Bedrock Reaches for the Stars – Melissa Dittmer, head of ar-
chitecture for Dan Gilbert’s real estate arm of Bedrock, will be here to talk 
about a project that will forever change the skyline and image of Detroit.

Motor City Makeover

head, saying “Lord, can you remind Ben 
to play with just his toys!” Ben, in turn, 
put his hands on our youngest son (Jo 
Jo’s)	head,	saying	“Pancakes,	pancakes,	
pancakes!”	He	was	five	at	the	time.
 There were two people in the 
pew behind us observing our family 
prayer. One had a smile on her face and 
tears in her eyes. She thought it was 
wonderful to watch. The other woman 
had her arms folded and brow furrowed, 
glowering at me. Seeing her, I felt that 
God was calling me to “go out” to this 
woman	 and	 find	 out	what	was	 behind	
the	mean	look.	After	Mass	I	introduced	
myself	 and	asked	 if	 I	had	upset	her	 in	
any way. She told me I was distracting 
her with all the “commotion” we were 
making.	I	then	found	myself	going	way	
out of my comfort zone, inviting her 
to	 coffee	 and	 donuts	 with	 my	 family.	
She accepted the invitation reluctantly. 
Five minutes into our conversation, the 
woman tells my family that her husband 
passed on a year ago, and that her oldest 
son had left the Catholic Church. Pray-
ing	with	my	kids	at	Mass	had	stirred	up	
these strong memories and feelings in 
her. In particular, she felt guilty about 
her	 son’s	 break	 with	 the	 Church,	 and	
she	 needed	 to	 talk	 about	 it.	Had	 I	 not	
“gone out” to her, she might be carrying 
around her guilt and frustration longer 
than necessary.
 Pray for the desire to develop 
intentional relationships with those you 
catechize. Help them to trust the Christ 
in	you.	Don’t	just	teach	them	that	Jesus	
loves them. Show them you love them, 
too! Encounter them, share your own 
faith experiences, and allow them to do 
the same. Then, with deeper roots of 
companionship in place, articulating the 
faith	(catechesis	proper)	will	take	more	
readily because it comes from a trusted 
source.
  
Takeaways
1. Nones, across age demographics, 
value meaningful relationships over 
institutionalism, authentic witness over 
authority.

2.	Accompaniment	is	an	effective	model	of	evangelization/catechesis,	because	it	fo-
cuses on intentional relationship-building.
3. Accompaniment includes three phases: encounter (going out and engaging others), 
sharing faith experiences (personal stories of faith), articulating the faith (catechesis 
proper).
4.	Sharing	one’s	own	story	of	faith	and	providing	a	consistent	witness	of	faith	is	key	
to establishing trust and credibility with those we accompany.
5. Establishing credibility as an authentic witness of faith helps others to receive the 
truths of the faith more readily.
6.	Taking	the	time	to	“go	out”	to	someone,	get	to	know	them	on	a	personal	level	and	
affirm	them,	while	sharing	something	of	your	own	faith	journey,	is	a	critical	founda-
tion for catechizing the Nones.

By Matthew Halbach, Ph.D. for the National Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Access the full article 
and more  resources for Catechetical Sunday at www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/how-we-teach/

catechesis/catechetical-sunday/enlisting-witnesses/going-out-to-the-peripheries
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All
ThingsConsidered

not	 religiously	 affiliated	 than	 in	 past	
generations. Also growing in numbers 
are those who are baptized, and in ju-
nior or senior high school, who are in-
creasingly stopping to self-identify as 
Christians and grouping themselves 
among the “Nones”.
 Yet today, Catechetical Sun-
day,	Catholics	across	the	United	States	
still celebrate the fact that we are 
blessed with an incredibly generous co-
hort of faithful who are sacramentally 
graced to give Gospel witness in their 
homes,	schools	and	workplaces.	It	will	
take	our	witness	and	engagement	of	the	
“Nones”, inside and outside the walls 
of the church and across society, to 
reach out, accompany them and share 
the joy of the gospel with them. Today 
we	 re-commit	 our	 efforts	 to	 the	 goal	
of	making	Christ	known	–	for	the	first	
time, or once again. 
  XXX
	 We’re	 in	 the	 final	 week	 of	
preparation for OYSTERFEST. What 
is already a complex time for us has 
been	made	doubly	difficult	 due	 to	 the	
fact that we have been without land-
line telephone service for a month 
now.	We’ve	 cobbled	 together	 answer-
ing services, emails and cell phones to 
keep	the	essentials	going.	It	looks	like	
we will have full service restored this 
week,	but	not	before	paying	more	than	
$14,000 in tech advisors and system 
replacements. Mind you, this was to 

 OYSTERFEST takes place 
just short eight days from now! 
	 Return	 your	 raffle	 tickets	 and	
make	 an	 effort	 to	 sell	 some	 to	 your	
friends	 and	 co-workers.	 Everybody	
would	 like	 a	 fancy	 new	TV,	 so	mak-
ing the sale should be relatively easy. 
Outside-parish sales bring fresh capital 
to our operations. 
 A new company is on hand 
for	the	tent	–	but	we’ve	kept	the	same	
enjoyable	 configuration	 we	 have	 had	
in the past. We await the liquor per-
mit from Lansing. Oysters from the 
cold waters of the Atlantic are on order 
from	Foley’s	in	Boston.	The	Kercheval	
Trolley has been secured for the night. 
Beer Bellies and Winos are hopping on 
board. The T-shirt is here. We have 30+ 
restaurants	 and	 continue	 to	 look	 for	
others who can provide a food-tasting 
to complement our fresh oysters. If 
you’ve	got	a	 lead	in	 the	restaurant	 in-
dustry,	 let’s	work	on	it.	Now	we	need	
you,	to	personally	make	a	commitment	
to attend the event and to promise to 
bring a guest with you. Buy them a 
ticket.	This	is	a	great	way	of	introduc-
ing others to our Ambrosian Catholic 
Community. The event unravels if you 
talk	yourself	into	not	showing	up.
  XXX
 We live in a secularized soci-
ety which continues to push Christian-
ity to the margins, or completely out of 
engagement with Jesus Christ and the 
Church.
 Many parents are saddened 
to report that their children have left 
the Church after preparing for and 
celebrating initiation sacraments, and 
after years of Catholic School or par-
ish religion classes. Figures for Bap-
tisms,	 Church	 weddings	 and	 weekly	
Mass attendance are down. Those who 
self-identify as atheists or agnostics 
(“Nones”)	now	make	up	roughly	23%	
of	the	U.S.	adult	population.
 Adults, especially young 
adults,	are	more	likely	to	say	they	are	

repair/replace a failing system that was 
only a little over two years old. 
 This has and continues to be 
an extraordinarily expensive summer 
for us. You can see some of what we 
have accomplished on the exterior ma-
sonry of our buildings, in pavement re-
placement, and church air conditioning 
repairs.	The	scaffolding	announces	that	
we	now	embark	on	an	extensive	plas-
ter/paint/gilding repair in our worship 
space interior of damages caused by 
water	leaks.	
	 All	 of	 this	 has	 taken	 place	
while still maintaining our regular mis-
sion and programming which is at the 
heart of why we are here. But let me 
point out to you that since Easter, we 
have not met our minimum weekly 
donation target for operations except 
on April 28/29 and August 25/26. We 
are now resorting to our modest savings 
to pay bills. When everybody is settled 
in after Summer vacation, we need all 
our parishioners to renew-and-catch-up 
with	their	financial	commitments	to	the	
parish.	Please	let’s	start	with	a	stronger	
commitment	 to	your	weekly	envelope	
expressed	 in	 the	 collection	 basket	 or	
electronically. 
	 Want	 the	 same	 7%	 bonus	we	
get at Christmas? Then direct a one-
time	 contribution	 to	 this	 year’s	 CSA	
which we are still holding open. At 
minimum, support the Oysterfest and 
its	Raffle.

TRP

 A fun way of displaying your support for St. Ambrose Oysterfest – 
and your appreciation of the grain or the grape – is to become a Beer Belly 
or a Wino Sponsor. This personal sponsorship gives you one ticket to the 
Oysterfest redeemable in the express entrance lane – a T shirt – a com-
memorative beer glass or wine goblet – plus a token for your first fill.
  All of this comes packaged in the appropriate “brown paper bag” with 
a Beer Belly or Wino Badge that you can proudly wear during the event.
 Beer Belly and Wino personal sponsorships are available at $100 
and make a nice gift for someone you are bringing to the event, or for your-
self! Place your order by logging onto stambrosechurch.net; then go to the 
the giving tab. You can also call the rectory at 313-822-2814, or fill out the 
form that you’ll find at the back of church. State your preference for a beer 
glass or wine goblet as well as the size of T-shirt (small through 2XL). Pur-
chase your Beer Belly or Wino sponsorship online: stambrosechurch.net or 
at our parish office.

Beer Bellies & Winos
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Newman Connection
 Choosing a college is one of 
the biggest decisions a student will 
make	in	his/her	life.	Some	choose	easi-
ly by going to the college that is closest 
to their home or perhaps an alma mater 
of	their	parents.	Some	find	it	more	chal-
lenging and weigh all of the options.
 Either way, The Catholic New-
man Connection supports students 
throughout this process by connecting 
them to other Catholics at the cam-
pus ministry at their chosen college.  
It serves as their “parish” while away 
from their home parishes, uniting them 
in prayer, and helping them grow in 
their faith – thus creating a community 
of Catholic students nationwide. 
 Newman Centers are located 
at Catholic and non-Catholic universi-
ties throughout the world. They were 
named in honor of Cardinal John Henry 
Newman the 19th	century’s	most	impor-
tant	English	speaking	Anglican/Roman	
Catholic theologian.
 If you or your son or daughter 
are in college now, go to newmancon-
netion.com. Get connected, unite in 
prayer, and grow in faith.

The Buzz
 Today is Catechetical Sunday. Its theme is “Enlisting Witnesses for Jesus 
Christ”.	So	what	the	heck	does	that	really	mean	for	us?!	Let’s	take	a	deeper	look	into	
the parts of this theme to better understand how to deal with it.
 Witnesses for Jesus Christ: Now that can mean both “pointing to” Jesus as 
well as “joining with” Jesus in His mission to witness the message of conversion and 
the	Gospel	of	life	that	will	never	end.	I	think	both	apply	in	this	consideration.	And	the	
witnessing can never stop with personal, private belief. In communion with the Body 
of	Christ,	we	always	witness	for	the	sake	of	others!
 Enlisting: I suppose the obvious starting point today is the nurturing of the 
faith of our children with the help of our Religious Education Program. Personally I 
will	also	put	in	a	plug	for	the	RCIA	Program	a	little	bit	later;	so	this	isn’t	just	about	
enlisting	kids.
	 In	 today’s	Gospel	 passage	 from	 the	Liturgy	we	are	 all	 (enlisted	disciple-
witnesses,	right?!)	asked	by	Jesus	the	question,	“But	who	do	you	say	that	I	am?”	How	
do you answer Him today? How deep and motivating is your answer? How Catholic 
is your answer?
	 Take	a	look	again	at	Peter’s	answer	in	Mark	8.	Good	answer	...	except	...	look	
what happens right afterwards. He gets it all goofed up. It is so bad that we get that 
famous	line	with	Jesus	calling	him	a	most	interesting	name.	(We	do	know	that	the	
“S”-word translated means “the divider”.)
	 But	you	know	that	we	the	Church,	the	Body	of	Christ,	face	dark	and	serious	
division today. The betrayals by leaders threaten the credibility of all Catholic wit-
nesses trying to catechize about Jesus Christ and the moral values that come from 
Him	for	the	sake	of	our	world	today.	What	can	we	do?
	 One	response	is	to	leave	...	to	walk	away	from	Church	and	faith.	Some	have;	
at least, some have used it as a convenient excuse to leave. Another response is to do 
nothing	–	to	ignore	the	elephant	in	the	aisle,	so	to	speak.	Neither	of	these	does	any	
good.
 But how might a person stay and respond in a positive, sensible manner?  
I	don’t	think	lying	to	oneself	or	to	anyone	else	is	the	answer.	Blind	defensiveness	is	
no	good	either.	Neither	would	be	an	effective	or	attractive	way	to	enlist	anybody	for	
anything much less as witnesses for Christ.
 A better response is to pray, judge, and only then act. I was encouraged and 
inspired by an article written by IHM Sr. Nancy Sylvester about a new, yet ancient, 
way	 to	pray	about	 this	 that	 I	bet	most	of	you	have	never	heard	of	or	 tried.	 It’s	 a	
Christian adaptation of “tonglen”.	Ask	me	about	it	and	I’ll	be	happy	to	go	into	greater	
detail.
	 As	to	judging,	look	again	at	what	Jesus	says	to	Peter	right	after	he	called	him	
that “name”. And as to acting, we come full circle on the Catechetical Sunday theme 
in	that	we	have	to	accept	responsibility	for	our	own	leadership	in	the	Faith.	We	can’t	
base	what	we	do	on	the	holiness	or	sinfulness	of	others.	Parents	know	this	instinc-
tively.	May	we	all	accept	enlistment	as	this	kind	of	witness-disciple.


	 So,	I	hope	you	gather	that	I	think	the	Catholic	Church	Community	is	still	
worth	it.	And	from	what	I’ve	seen	around,	St.	Ambrose	Parish	is	a	very	worthwhile	
place	 to	 live	 it.	 If	you	know	someone	searching	for	adult	 faith,	consider	enlisting	
them	into	the	RCIA	process	to	check	us	out.	No	cost;	no	preregistration;	no	strings	
attached.	Contact	me	anytime	for	more	info.	We’re	looking	to	start	information	ses-
sions next month.
	 In	the	meantime,	see	you	at	OYSTERFEST.	I’ll	be	operating	a	free	shuttle	
service	from	our	church	parking	lot	to	Kercheval	and	Lakepointe.	So	if	you’re	wor-
ried	about	parking	and	the	Kercheval	trolley	doesn’t	fit	your	travel	route,	this	might	
be a good option.

Chuck	Dropiewski

Tap. Give. Done.
• Donations to our church have 

never been so easy!
• Give tithes and offerings from your 

smartphone
• Donate anytime, anywhere
• Track your donations
• Make us your home church on 

Givelify 
• Free to download and use

givelify.com/app
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The Beehive 
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 St. Ambrose Catholic Community

Detroit/Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan

Pastor: Rev. Timothy R. Pelc
Assistant:  Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM, Cap

Pastoral Minister: Charles Dropiewski 
Religious Education: Kelly Anne Woolums

Minister of Music: Dr. Norah Duncan IV
Office Manager: Peggy O’Connor

Sacramental Celebrations
Masses: On the Lord’s Day –
       Saturday Vigil - 4:00 p.m.
       Sunday - 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Baptism: Arrangements for both adults and 
infants to be made by contacting the rectory.
Penance: As announced and by appointment.
Marriage: Couples should contact the rectory 
office a minimum of six months in advance of the 
proposed date to make arrangements.
Funeral: Normally celebrated within one week 
after the deceased's passing.

Directory
Parish Office: 15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan 48230 
Tel: (313) 822-2814 Fax: (313) 822-9838
Email address: stambrose@comcast.net
Religious Education: (313) 822-1248 
Pastoral Ministry: (313) 822-2017
Ark Scheduling: (313) 822-2814 
Parish Website: stambrosechurch.net

Journey of Hope
           I am gradually integrating into the culture of Detroit. 
It is somewhat challenging, but refugee experience allows 
me	to	fit	in	and	learn	more	about	the	area,	especially	at	the	
busy Father Solanus Casey Center. Occasionally, I lead lo-
cal and international pilgrims on a tour through the “Cre-
ation	Garden.”	The	garden	is	filled	with	images	inspired	by	
the Canticle of Creation prayer of St. Francis of Assisi, the 
patron Saint of ecology. 
										As	Pope	Francis	put	it	in	“LAUDATO	SI’,	“Mi	Si-

gnore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint 
Francis	of	Assisi	reminds	us	that	our	common	home	is	like	a	sister	with	whom	we	
share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be 
to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and 
who	produces	various	fruit	with	coloured	flowers	and	herbs”.
 St. Francis proclaimed in his canticle of praises to the Lord: “brother Sun — 
praise be to you my Lord for brother Sun, sister Moon, and stars and brother Fire for 
dispelling	the	darkness	and	welcoming	us	into	a	bright,	shining,	and	lovely	light”.	
Honestly, it is the light of the Sun, Moon, and Stars that shines in our hearts and in the 
environment. “Praise to you my Lord for mother earth” which nourishes and sustains 
us. I can relate to this, coming from a culture where the basic economic resources 
come	from	the	land.	I	know	the	value	of	vegetation	even	though	the	environment	of	
my	nationality	has	been	devastated,	yet	I	hold	to	this	beautiful	value	of	God’s	cre-
ation for us.
 It is a tangible truth to embrace the splendor of a good environment that 
breeds peace, love, joy, and good health, just as Francis did.  “Praise to you my Lord 
for sister wind blowing and refreshing us. Praised be you my Lord for sister water 
which we cannot do without and sister death whom we must certainly welcome”. 
This reminds pilgrims how valuable their lives and their environments are. It is an ul-
timatum to protect our ecology for our survival. From the garden we proceed through 
the	door	which	reflects	the	scriptural	passage:	Ask,	Seek,	and	Knock	(Mt.7:7-8).	
 Next, is the scene of the statues of human-rights activists: Martin Luther 
King	Jr,	Bishop	Oscar	Romero,	and	Mother	Teresa	etc.	These	figures	remind	me	of	
my own active participation as a human-rights activist, when I was advocating and 
interceding on behalf of the underprivileged of the Ogoni people whose environment 
and lives have been destroyed. Certainly, this was the scene that drew my attention to 
become	a	Capuchin	friar	in	order	to	fight	for	freedom.	Dr.	King	famously	said,	“Let	
us	not	seek	to	satisfy	our	thirst	for	freedom	by	drinking	from	the	cup	of	bitterness	and	
hatred.	I	believe	that	unarmed	truth	and	unconditional	love	will	have	the	final	word	in	
reality.” So our advocating for the ecology is not only because of the poor, rather it is 
a	privilege	to	safeguard	our	environment,	‘home	for	all’,		and	to	serve	Christ	through	
God’s	people.	

Dn. Anthony Kote-Witah, OFM Cap.

Deacon Kote-Witah

Detroit Historic Sites 
 On Saturday, September 29th, the feast day of the Archangel St. Michael, 
you are welcome to join Prayer Pilgrimages on a pilgrimage to St. Joseph Oratory, 
Old	St.	Mary’s	Church,	St.	Bonaventure	Monastery,	Detroit	 Institute	of	Arts,	&	
Eastern	Market	with	Holy	Mass	&	guided	 tours.	Deluxe	motorcoach	 scheduled	
departures	 from	Oakland	Mall	 in	Troy,	Levagood	Park	 in	Dearborn,	&	Orchard	
14 Lot in Farmington Hills. Total cost per person is $40. To reserve and/or more 
information: Michael Semaan at (248) 250-6005 or prayerpilgrimages.com.

Number of Families ............................  900 
Returns to date  ............................. 262
Average Gift ('17)..........................$440
Quota for the Archdiocese .......$87,418
Property/Liability Insurance ... $52,000
Parish ’18 Target ....................$139,418
Received as of 9/11/2018......... $ 122,639
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CSA 

• With the Archdiocesan quota now 
satisfied, we are in a position to do 
our own parish some good. Everything 
donated to the CSA from this point 
onward will be applied to our property/
l iabi l i ty insurance at 100%.  No 
Archdiocesan 7% tax will be assessed.  
So far we are able to fund our premiums 
for 34 weeks.  

Join us on Facebook
facebook.com/stambroseparish



september 16, 2018 - The Beehiv

4:00 p.m. – Saturday – Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc   Lector: Elizabeth Puleo-Tague 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Beverly Bennert, Della Cimini, Karen McShane 

Altar Servers:  Julianna & Kiernan Tague
8:30 a.m. – Sunday – Celebrant:  Fr. Pelc    Lector: Bob Gatzke 

 Eucharistic Ministers: Colleen Gatzke, Joan Jackson, Maggie Jackson,  
Colleen Jogan, Joellyn Valgoi, Chris Walsh 

Altar Servers:  Alyssa Flores, Nathan Lipka

11:15 a.m. - Celebrant:  Fr. Bede    Lector: Leslie Leitch 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Lupe Davila, Doris Fleming, Pat & Michael Moceri, 

Janis Ramsey, Cristina Swiatkowski, Patty Yaden 
Altar Servers:  Liam & Maria Liburdi

Our Sick
 Please pray for those who are 
seriously ill or who are hospitalized: Pat 
Blake,	 Maria	 Chinchilla,	 Karen	 Culver,	
Ann Sullivan Kay, Donald Miriani, 
Bonnie McKenna, Jeanne Noto, David 
Schumacker,	 Matthew	 Elias,	 George	
Bucec, Emilie Kasper, Arthur Stoyshin, 
Anna Noto Billings, Vilma Rivers, Vilma 
Marone,	 Eileen	 O’Brien,	 Martha	 Luna,	
Dan	Urbiel,	Dina	Engels,	Liz	Linne,	Donna	
Barnes, Betty Greenia, Alexandra Cullen, 
Charmaine	Kaptur,	Darby	O’Toole,	Frank	
Gregory, Josephine DeCastris, Alex Billiu 
and	Albina	Checki.

Your Envelope Speaks
. . . the Inside Story
To	operate,	each	week	our	parish		
requires a minimum of ................... $10,100.00
On Sunday, September 9, 2018
in envelopes we received ................ $6,182.00
in the loose collection                          $509.00
in electronic donations .................... $1,390.00
for a total of ..................................... $8,081.00
Under budget	for	the	week ............. $2,019.00
Number of envelopes mailed .................... 900
Number of envelopes used ........................ 132
Missionary collection........................$3,164.00

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 22nd and September 23rd 

Scriptures for the 
24th Week of Ordinary Time
 Monday, September 17 
	 •			 1	Cor	11:	17-26,	33
	 •			 Ps	40:	7-10,	17
	 •			 Lk	7	1-10
 Tuesday, September 18
 •			 1	Cor	12:	12-14,	27-31a
	 •			 Ps	100:	1-5
	 •			 Lk	7:	11-17
 Wednesday, September 19 
	 •		 1	Cor	12:	31-13:	13
	 •			 Ps	33:	2-5,	12,	22
	 •			 Lk	7:	31-35
 Thursday, September 20  
		 •	 1	Cor	15:	1-11
	 •		 Ps	118:	1b-2,	16ab-17,	28
	 •			 Lk	7:	36-50
 Friday, September 21
 •			 Eph	4:	1-7,	11-13
	 •			 Ps	19:	2-5
	 •			 Mt	9:	9-13
  Saturday, September 22
 •	 1	Cor	15:	33-37,	42-49
	 •	 Ps	56:	10-14
	 •	 Lk	8:	4-15
 Sunday, September 23
 •	 Wis	2:	17-20
	 •	 Jas	3:	16-4:	3
	 •	 Mk	9:	30-37

Liturgy Schedule 
for the Coming Week
Monday, September 17
St. Robert Bellarmine, bishop & doctor
 8:30 - Morning Prayer
Tuesday, September 18
 8:30 a.m.- Mass - Clair Weston; 
	 Lois	Moore;	Al	&	Geraldine	Falkiewicz
Wednesday, September 19
St. Januarius, bishop & martyr
 8:30 a.m. - Morning Prayer
Thursday, September 20
St. Andrew Kim Tae-gon priest &
St. Paul Chong Hasang, martyrs
 8:30 a.m. - Mass - Scott Shonts
Friday, September 21
St. Matthew, apostle & Evangelist
  8:30	am		Mass	-	Robert	Weikel
Saturday, September 22
 1:30 p.m. Wedding  -    
	 Bridgette	Haas	&	Neil	Leising
 4:00 p.m. - Mass - For All People
Sunday, September 23
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
   8:30 a.m. - For All People
 11:15 a.m. - For All People

“Did not God choose those who are poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 

kingdom that he promised to those 
who love him?” JAMES 2:5

What is more important – being rich in faith 
or rich in possessions? Society teaches us that 
possessions are most important. God teaches 
a different lesson. When we are rich in faith, 
we	keep	God	first	in	all	things	and	realize	that	
material	things	don’t	matter	and	that	it’s	more	
important to share with those who have less.  

Our Dead
 Fr. Pelc celebrated a funeral 
liturgy on Thursday, September 13th 

for Jemima “Ina” O’Neill, age 97.
	 Ina	 was	 born	 in	 Clydebank,	
Scotland	and	immigrated	to	the	Unit-
ed States when she was in her 20s.  
She served as a nanny to the children 
of	Detroit	mayor,	Frank	Couzens.		Af-
ter leaving that position, she became 
a nanny to the Cross family in Grosse 
Pointe and remained with them for 50 
years.  After she “retired,” Ina volun-
teered at Cottage Hospital for over 20 
years. She always enjoyed singing and 
was a member of the Our Lady Star of 
the Sea choir for many years.  Ina be-
came	a	United	States	citizen	 in	1968	
but returned to Scotland many times 
to visit. Ina was predeceased by her 
parents and brothers, William, who 
died in infancy, Matthew and John.  
She will be missed by her friends.  
Please remember Ina in your prayers. 

Parent Boot Camp
 In	an	effort	to	assist	Catholic	
parents,	Shrine	Parish	in	Royal	Oak	is	
sponsoring a parenting program which 
is open to all. It is directed toward 
parents with older children. Anxiety 
and Your Child is the session which 
will	 take	 place	 on	 November	 14th  

with Stephanie Crane, LMSW.  The 
presentation	will	take	place	at	Shrine	
High School, 1621 Lincolnwood Av-
enue,	 Royal	 Oak,	 48067.	 	 There	 is	
no cost, but registration is required at 
shrineschools.com.
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St. Ambrose Twenty-eighth Annual

For almost three decades, it’s been the signature event of the Fall season in the 
Grosse Pointes  – where local and national restaurants, along with international 

beverage and food purveyors, are on hand with tastings to complement  
a huge shipment of East Coast Oysters fresh that day from the Atlantic Ocean –  
all of which takes place with the live jazz background of the Bob Mervak Quintet.  

Oysterfest happens from 5 to 9 p.m. under the tents on Kercheval at Lakepointe in 
Grosse Pointe Park. Advance admission tickets to the Oysterfest are now on sale. 

Avoid the line by coming to our office or Emailing stambrose@comcast.net.

Monday, September 24

Drawing on Monday, September 24, 2018 
at 9:00 p.m. at 15200 KerchevalRaffle sponsored by: Health Management Systems of America

per  
ticket$5

1st Prize: Samsung 65” Class 4K 
Ultra HD LED-LCD Smart TV

2nd Prize: Samsung 50” Class 4K 
Ultra HD LED-LCD Smart TV

3rd Prize: Samsung 32” 
Class 1080p HD LED-LCD TV 

OYSTERFEST Raffle
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	 Are	you	looking	for	a	special	gift	for	that	hard-to-buy-for	loved	one?	St.	
Ambrose	offers	some	limited	items	for	your	Christmas	giving.	These	are	exclusive	
to our parish and quantities are limited. 
 Buy-A-Brick – Memorialize a loved one, or “carve in stone” an event 
with	a	personalized	brick	paver	that	will	be	installed	in	our	memorial	walkway.	Pav-
ers	run	between	$500	and	$1,000	depending	on	size.	Here’s	a	gift	that	becomes	a	
tangible part of Ambrosian history, viewed by generations to come.
 Ghirelli Rosaries –	Six	different	custom-designed	rosaries	made	by	hand	
in Italy expressly for St. Ambrose Parish. The bead collection ranges from hard 
wood,	bohemian	glass	and	semi-precious	stones.	The	cruficix	is	taken	from	the	ARK	
Plaza sculpture. The center piece depicts the First and Second Coming of Christ 
from	our	sanctuary	and	the	“pater”	bead	is	taken	from	a	detail	in	our	stained	glass	
windows.	Not	just	a	beautiful	work	of	craftsmanship,	but	a	useful	aid	in	prayer,	a	
real legacy piece. Prices run between $48 and $107 dollars. Boxed and presented in 
a velvet gift bag.
 Centennial Key Fob	–	Sleek	stainless	steel,	etched	with	the	Centennial	
Logo. A classy, inexpensive way to remember a friend or a former parishioner. $5 
boxed.
 “Feeding the Multitude” – a collection of more than 250 recipes pro-
vided	by	the	cooks	of	St.	Ambrose	Parish.	This	spiral	bound	book	contains	a	special	
section with meal prayers for the seasons of the Church year as well as for special 
family celebrations. 
 Commemorative Bee Tile – Designed and produced exclusively for 
St.	Ambrose	Parish	by	David	Ellison,	a	Detroit-area	tile	maker	who	was	instrumen-
tal	in	establishing	the	tile-making	program	at	historic	Pewabic	Pottery.	The	size	of	
the tile, unframed, is 6” x 6” and costs $85.00, gift boxed.
 Centennial Tote Bags	–	Environmentally	friendly,	this	black	12x15x5”	
tote is a neat way to carry your allegiance to St. Ambrose Parish to the store or to 
wherever you go. Totes are included complementary with purchases of a Cherub or 
Tile. Otherwise they are $5. 
 Christmas Cherub – A reproduction of a DePrato Cherub that donned the 
St. Ambrose Creche over 75 years ago. Each Cherub is a hand-painted resin casting 
by	Ellison	Studios,	numbered	and	signed.	Every	one	is	a	unique	work	of	art	at	$75	
each. (Limited Supplies remaining)
 St. Ambrose 2017 Centennial Calendar	–	Marking	our	101st Anni-
versary, this calendar recaps some great memories from our Centennial year. Maybe 
you	will	see	someone	you	know	in	the	photos.	$5	each.
 St. Ambrose Honey – from the beehives on St. Ambrose property this 
rich,	pure	honey	is	a	treat	for	morning	tea	and	toast.	It’s	a	wonderful	gift	for	any	
honey connoisseur. Due to colony collapse, none is available for 2016

There are three easy ways to “shop” St. Ambrose: 
1. Stop	by	the	parish	office,	Monday	through	Friday	from	9:00	a.m.	to	4:30	p.m.	

Cash,	check	or	credit	cards	are	accepted.
2. Call	the	parish	office	at	(313)	822-2814	to	place	your	order	–	it	can	be	made	

available	at	Mass	for	your	pick	up.	Credit	cards	may	be	taken	over	the	phone.	
Or	pay	by	cash	or	check	after	mass	when	picking	up,	or	mail	to	the	parish	office.

3. Email	your	order	to	stambrose@comcast.net	and	let	us	know	if	you	want	to	pick	
up at the rectory or after Mass. Please do not send credit card number by email.
Call (313) 822-2814 for assistance.

Shop St. Ambrose
Good and gracious God,
a new year of grace is upon us,
giving us impressions 
of crisp beginnings
new goals, a fresh sense of hope.

Though we cling to our own
expectations
for the year ahead,
we know you alone
are the sovereign of our future,
Lord of our lives, and the source
of whatever good we may do.

We thank you, O Lord,
for the gift of the days and weeks
you have entrusted to us.

Teach us to be good stewards
of our time ahead,
that we go about our days
keeping you
at the center of our lives.
In the midst of our daily pursuits
and activities,
focus our eyes 
on the needs of others;
help us respond with compassion
to the poor;
and open our hearts
to a suffering world.

We ask for a year of peace,
a year that brings an end
to hatred and strife,
and a year where we find
a deeper joy
that can only be found in you.

We ask this
through Christ your Son
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever.
Amen.

A STEWARDSHIP PRAYER
for the New Year
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Scratch Page

Movie, TV Ratings
 Confused about what mov-
ies, television programs or theatrical 
productions are appropriate for your 
family?	Go	to	the	U.S.	Conference	of	
Catholic Bishops' website for reviews 
and ratings at catholicnews.com/mov-
ies.htm

While on Vacation
 St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 
to	make	electronic	transfers	from	your	
checking	account	or	credit	card	on	our	
website! Christian Financial Credit 
Union	brings	 parishioners	 and	 friends	
the	 ability	 to	make	 an	 electronic	 con-
tribution to St. Ambrose on a regular or 
on a one-time basis.
	 Your	checking	account	or	credit	
card	may	be	used	to	make	a	single	dona-
tion;	or	you	may	set	up	automatic	week-
ly, monthly or quarterly contributions on 
a schedule. We hope that this additional 
financial	 service	 allows	 you	 another	
way of managing your stewardship to 
St. Ambrose. Go to stambrosechurch.
net for more information on electronic 
giving.

 Stewardship is a commitment of mind and heart to the 
Lord; a way of life that needs constant renewal and transforma-
tion.	This	time	of	year	has	always	been	one	of	looking	forward	to	
a	new	year,	reflecting	on	the	changes	we	need	to	make	in	our	lives	
and resolving to follow through on those changes.
	 Perhaps	 those	who	seek	 to	make	 resolutions	 to	be	better	
stewards	might	find	inspiration	in	the	following	quick	samples:
 Stewardship of Prayer: Resolve to strengthen your rela-
tionship with the Lord. Notice how often you pray and what hin-
ders you from praying. Commit to short, daily prayer times.
 Stewardship of Family: Resolve to set aside more time 
to stay connected with your family. Eat dinner together, sched-
ule regular dates with your spouse, plan family outings, and go to 
Mass together.
 Stewardship of Health: Resolve to get those medical and 
dental	checkups.	Adopt	healthier	eating	habits.	Add	exercise	and	
other physical activity to your daily routine.
 Stewardship of Possessions: Resolve to possess a little 
more “lightly” this year. Consider ways you can reduce the amount 
of	all	that	stuff	you	own.	Distinguish	between	those	items	that	are	
necessary and those that are considered luxurious and unneces-
sary.
 Stewardship of the Parish Family: Resolve to serve your 
faith community in some way this year such as at liturgy, in the 
parish’s	outreach	or	education	and	formation	efforts.
 Stewardship of Money: Resolve to render sacred your an-
nual	budget.	Reprioritize	your	financial	goals	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	
Lord	comes	first	in	your	spending.	Take	positive	steps	to	improve	
your	financial	health.
 Stewardship of Work: Resolve to be faithful to your daily, 
work-related	tasks	and	offer	them	up	to	the	Lord.	Cultivate	your	
skills.	Deepen	your	knowledge.	Be	mindful	of	how	you	are	build-
ing the Kingdom of God.
 Stewardship of Mind: Resolve	to	keep	your	mind	active.	
Commit to being more informed on the issues of the day. Read 
your	Bible.	Familiarize	yourself	with	 the	Church’s	social	 teach-
ings.
 Stewardship of Neighbor: Resolve to be a person of hos-
pitality;	to	make	time	and	space	for	others	who	enter	your	life.	Be	
more	aware	of	those	times	when	a	neighbor,	coworker,	fellow	pa-
rishioner	or	stranger,	needs	a	moment	of	kindness,	a	little	attention	
or	an	affirming	gesture	on	your	part.
 Stewardship of the Poor:  Resolve to live with more 
compassion and in solidarity with those less fortunate. Remember 
the poor in prayer, and commit to helping relieve in some way the 
plight of those who are impoverished or marginalized.

From the International Catholic Stewardship Council Newsletter, January 
2017.

“Making All Things New”:
Stewardship and New Year’s Resolutions
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Electronic Donations
St.	Ambrose	Parish	is	equipped	to	make	electronic	transfers	from	your	

checking	account	or	credit	card	on	our	website.	Christian	Financial	Credit	Union	
brings	parishioners	and	friends	the	ability	to	make	an	electronic	contribution	to	
St. Ambrose on a regular or a one-time basis. This is especially helpful to us when 
you	go	away	for	a	weekend,	or	go	on	vacation.
	 Your	 checking	 account	 or	 credit	 card	may	 be	 used	 to	make	 a	 single	
donation;	or	you	may	set	up	automatic	weekly,	monthly	or	quarterly	contributions	
on a schedule. This solution is not meant to replace the current envelope method 
of collection, but instead to provide an additional alternative for individuals who 
might	prefer	to	make	their	contribution	electronically.	
	 We	hope	that	this	additional	financial	service	allows	you	another	way	of	
managing your stewardship to St. Ambrose. Go to stambrosechurch.net for more 
information.

Lenten 
Observances
• Lent is the liturgical sea-
son which runs from Ash 
Wednesday until the Mass of the 
Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday.

• Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of total fast and abstinence 
from meat.

•  All the Fridays of Lent are days of 
Abstinence from meat. 

• The Law of Abstinence from meat 
binds persons from the completion of 
their 14th year — from the day after 
their 14th birthday, throughout life.

• The Law of Abstinence forbids 
the use of meat, but not eggs, milk 
or products or condiments made of 
animal fat. Permissible are soups 
flavored with meat, meat gravy and 
sauces.

• The Law of Fasting binds persons 
from the completion of their 18th 
year to the beginning of their 60th 
year, i.e., from the day after their 
59th birthday.

• The Law of Fasting allows only 
one full meal a day, but does not 
prohibit taking some food in the 
morning and evening, observing as 
far as quantity and quality are con-
cerned — approved local custom. 
The order of meals is optional; i.e. 
the full meal may be taken in the 
evening instead of at midday. Also: 
(1) the quantity of food taken at the 
two lighter meals should not exceed 
the quantity taken at the full meal. (2) 
the drinking of ordinary liquids does 
not break the fast.

• In keeping with the spirit and mean-
ing of the Lenten fast, Catholics are 
encouraged to observe the Good 
Friday fast through Holy Saturday 
and until after the celebration of the 
Easter Vigil.

E-Donations
St. Ambrose Parish is equipped 

to	 make	 electronic	 transfers	 from	
your	 checking	 account	or	 credit	 card	
on our website. Christian Financial 
Credit	Union	brings	parishioners	 and	
friends	the	ability	to	make	an	electronic	
contribution to St. Ambrose on a regular 
or one-time basis.
	 Your	 checking	 account	 or	
credit	 card	may	 be	 used	 to	make	 a	
single donation; or you may set up 
automatic	weekly,	monthly	or	quarterly	
contributions on a schedule.  This 
solution is not meant to replace the 
current envelope method of collection, 
but instead to provide an additional 
alternative for those who might prefer to 
make	their	contributions	electronically.
 We hope this additional 
financial service allows you another 
way to manage your stewardship to St. 
Ambrose.  Visit stambrosechurch.net for 
more information on electronic giving.

 Mercy Begins In the Home 
 Whenever I go out with my three rambunc-
tious, superhero-obsessed young boys and their sister, 
people zero in on my daughter, who has Down syn-
drome.  Their reaction is always the same:  “You sure 
have your hands full!”  
 Well, yes I do. But not for the reason they 
think.	 	Truthfully,	 the	 kid	with	 special	 needs	 is	 the	
easy	one.		It’s	the	rest	of	them	I	have	to	worry	about.
 On any given day, the preschooler will de-
molish	the	LEGO	masterpiece	that	took	his	big	broth-
er three days to build.  The 7-year-old will shove his 
little brother down and then play the victim when the 
other retaliates.  The tween will decide that sitting in 
the	front	seat	of	the	van	is	the	hill	he’s	ready	to	die	
upon.
	 During	 the	 Jubilee	Year	of	Mercy,	 I’ve	had	
ample opportunity to recognize a fundamental truth:  
Mercy begins in the home.
 We often thing of “mercy” in relation to for-
giveness, but if we distill the corporal and spiritual 
works	of	mercy	to	their	essence,	they	are	about	rec-
ognizing and honoring the elemental goodness – the 
presence of God – in everyone around us.  Mercy is 
about opening our hearts and minds to accept and 
love others, rather than judge and censure them.
 You might say that in the home as in the 
world,	mercy	begins	with	kindness.
	 But	 kindness	 is	 in	 short	 supply	 these	 days.		
Ratings	 trump	 integrity;	 shock	 value	 drives	 ratings	
and commentators and social media users feel entitled 
to say things to the faceless internet that, not so long 
ago, would have been universally recognized as bad 
manners.	 	We	 aren’t	 encouraged	 to	 find	 the	 best	 in	
others;	we’re	conditioned	to	assume	the	worst.
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 It’s	 coming	 up	 this	
week.	Make	plans	now	to	join	in	
the inaugural St. Ambrose Parish 
golf outing this Friday, June 12th. 
We’re	 planning	 a	 great	 day	 of	
golf and socializing at Chandler 
Park	Golf	Course	(chandlerpark-
golfcourse.com). 
 The event includes a 
scramble format with four-per-
son teams, lunch and awards, 
concluding with a great “Chef 
Fred” dinner at the ARK at St. 
Ambrose. A person can register 
to play a round of golf with din-
ner, or just for dinner. 
     Register now online at www.
planmygolfevent.com/26900-
StAmbroseBeeAtTheTee/. Reg-
istration, sponsorship and vol-
unteer forms are available in the 
back	of	church.	Questions?	Email	
st.ambrosegolf@gmail.com.
 Sponsorships are still 
available	in	many	different	price	
ranges. Consider signing up your 
business as a supporter of our 
first	golf	outing.	Personalize	your	
own Tee sign to celebrate a spe-
cial	event,	to	thank	or	remember	
someone special, or to congratu-
late a friend, or a group. Do it 
now!

Welcome to St. Ambrose!
St. Ambrose Parish continues to grow, 
not only in spirit, but also in numbers. 
On behalf of our parish community, 

now beginning its 102nd year of existence, 
we warmly welcome all those who have 

newly registered with us this past year...

Jeff and Katie Adams on Calvin in the Farms, Kristine Aiuto on Neff 
in Grosse Pointe City, Nick and Ariel Jordan on Lincoln in Grosse 
Pointe City, Katherine Barnwell on Lakepointe in the Park, Dan and 
Veronica Braker on Balfour in the Park, Max and Kari Canevari on 
Grayton in the Park, Bill and Julie Carion on Elsleigh in Grosse Pointe 
City, Rachel Carion on North Kenwood in Royal Oak, Dan and Christa 
Clark on Beaconsfield in the Park, Mary Louise Doren on Trombley in 
the Park, Jason and Michele Dritsan on Barrington in the Park, David 
and Lindsay Frattaroli on Beaufait in the Woods, Kyle and Amanda 
French on Trombley in the Park, Matthew and Erin Gierlowski on 
Wayburn in the  Park, Walter and Stephanie Hudson on Lochmoor in 
the Woods, Matt and Julie Johnson on Dixie Drive in Clinton Township, 
Scott and Amy Leech on Balfour in the Park, James and Mia Missant 
on Middlesex in the Park, Don McCain and Nicole Budrys on 
University in Grosse Pointe City, David and Julia Mikesell on Roslyn 
in the Woods, Mike and Ellen Moore on Wayburn in the Park, Bereket 
and Sara Mouawad on Westchester in the Park, Giuseppe and Paola 
Palazzolo on Windmill Pointe in the Park, Peter and Jennifer Palen 
on Kerby in the Farms, Elizabeth Phelan on Beaconsfield in the 
Park, Sherry Pirello on Lakepointe in the Park, Jeremy and Chrissie 
Pohlman on Westchester in the Park, Carol Shanku on Vernier in the 
Woods, Brian and Annie Sladkin on Pemberton in the Park, Garry 
and Susan Smith on Barrington in the Park, Ron and Toni Splading 
on Wayburn in the Park, Diego and Angela Fernandez on Lakepointe 
in the Park, Nicholas and Jennifer Tenn on Culver in St. Clair Shores, 
Charles Tocco and Heather Fortner on Springborn in Casco, Danielle 
Varga on Cloverly in the Farms, Wayne and Roberta Wallrich on 
Trombley in the Park, Marc and Emily Weaver on Jefferson in the 
Park, Andrew and Marian Willing on Yorkshire in the Park, Tim and 
Maria Zucchero on Whindham in Fraser

Become a member of an ever-growing St. Ambrose Parish by 
registering your name with us. Registration cards can be found 
in the front of the hymnals; or you can register by telephone at 

313-822-2814 or email at stambrose@comcast.net.
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As	Catholics	we	are	called	to	take	concrete	measures	to	overcome	the	misunder-
standing, ignorance, competition, and fear that stand in the way of genuinely wel-
coming the stranger in our midst and enjoying the communion that is our destiny as 
Children of God. 

“Welcoming	the	Stranger	Among	Us:	Unity	in	Diversity”
 United	States	Conferences	of	Catholic	Bishops, 2000

RCIA: 2013 -2014
NAME ________________________________________

HOME PHONE  _________________________________

WORK PHONE _________________________________

E-MAIL ________________________________________
	I would like to learn more about the Catholic Faith. 
	I would like to prepare for Baptism.
	I would like to join the Catholic Church/Community.
	I would like to complete my initiation into the Catholic Church
  by celebrating my Confirmation and Holy Communion.
	I would like to return to the Church and to a more active practice of my faith. 
	I would like to learn more about becoming a sponsor for a new Catholic.
	I would be willing to help with the details of this year's R.C.I.A. program
	Call me for my other needs, requests, questions, etc.

Return this to the Parish Rectory or in the Sunday Collection basket.

Welcome to St. Ambrose!
St. Ambrose Parish continues to grow, not only in spirit, but also in numbers. 

On behalf of our parish community, now into its 99th year of existence, 
we warmly welcome all those who have newly registered with us 
since we last celebrated the great feast of Easter.
; Shannon Johnston on Fleetwood in Harper Woods; Jake and Erin Saba on Lakewood in 

Chesterfield; Jonathan and Karen Paduchowski on Clayton in Clinton Twp.; Robert and Jennifer 
Evans on Barrington in the Park; Michael and Jessica Mooney on Overlake in St. Clair Shores; 

Stephen and Sara Campbell on Lakepointe in the Park; Derek and Cassandra Swanson on Lochmoor 
in the Woods; Katherine Weathers on Kerby in the Farms; Richard and Lauren Pesta on Lakepointe in the Park; Ronald and 
Margaret Breitenbecher on Somerset in the Park; Salvador and Chhavy Gatbonton on Whittier in the Park; Kelly and Amanda 
Brownsberger on Kensington in the Park; Chris Lecznar on Beaconsfield in the Park; Phil and Katie Skiera on Lancaster in 
the Woods; Brian and Adrienne Surma on Fisher Road in the Farms; Kenya Swanson on University in the City; Cris Lowe on 
Devonshire in the Park; Noah and Rose Zogas on Barrington in the Park; John and Jacklyn Weidenbach on Colonial Road in the 
Shores; Sherilyn Russell on Middlesex in the Park; Michael and Elizabeth Mahoney on Woodland Shores in the Shores; Anthony 
and Joy Sinauskas on Shoreclub in St. Clair Shores; Robert and Susan Butters on O’Connor in St. Clair Shores; Sam Palazzolo 
on Wayburn in the Park; Anthony and Bernadette Candela on Balfour in the Park; Christopher and Annette Duda on Hanley in 
Warren; Blair and Melissa Jenness on Whittier in the Park; 



september 16, 2018- The Beehive 

Commemorative Tile
 Our Commemorative Bee Tile 
was designed and produced exclusively 
for St. Ambrose Parish by David Ellison, 
a Detroit-area tile maker whose tile work 
is available at showrooms, galleries and 
design centers across the country. David 
was instrumental in establishing the tile-
making program at the historic Pewabic 
Pottery in Detroit where he taught for 
many years.  The size of the tile, un-
framed, is 6” x 6” and costs $85.00 gift 
boxed. The first pressing of the tile is lim-
ited to 25 pieces. More will be ordered 
based on demand. These first tiles are 
available now for holiday giving. Please 
contact us at stambrose@comcast.net. 
 The bee is a symbol of St. Am-
brose, the Bishop of Milan, who lived in 
the fourth century. When Ambrose was 
a baby, a bee landed on his mouth and 
settled there. His mother went to brush 
it away, but elders in the room remarked 
that the bee would not harm him. This 
was taken as a sign that Ambrose was 
destined to speak words and create songs 
that would be as sweet as honey to all 
who heard them. Ambrose became one 
of the most eloquent and persuasive 
preachers of the faith. His music has unit-
ed congregations in prayer for centuries. 
In the Catholic tradition, he is considered 
to be the patron of bees and beekeepers – 
as well as lawyers and musicians.
 The head of the bee on this tile 
features a mitre, which is worn by bish-
ops for liturgical ceremonies. The bee ap-
pears on a quatrefoil design, representing 
a leaf with four lobes and most often sym-
bolic of the Four Evangelists – Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John. The quatrefoil 
design appears at the peak of the stained 
glass windows in St. Ambrose Church. 
The fleur-de-lis at each corner of the tile is 
a stylized lily symbolic of the purity of the 
Virgin Mary. 

ArkThe

at St. Ambrose in Grosse Pointe Park
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The fruits of evangelization are changed lives and a changed world – ho-
liness and justice, spirituality and peace. 

The validity of our having accepted the Gospel does not only come from 
what	we	feel	or	what	we	know,	it	comes	also	from	the	way	we	serve	oth-
ers, especially the poorest, the most marginal, the most hurting, the most 
defenseless, and the least loved.

An evangelization that stays inside ourselves is not an evangelization into 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

“Go	Make	Disciples”,	United	States	Conferences	of	Catholic	Bishops,	2002

ArkThe

at St. Ambrose in Grosse Pointe Park

An unforgettable place 
for your next meeting or 
special event with superb 
catering, in a setting 
unlike anywhere else . . .

The Ark at St. Ambrose
For calendar and 
booking reservations 
call 313 - 822 - 2814 or 
email: stambrose@comcast.net


